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NIACT SENT STATE 1973 RPTD INFO PRITY Vl’i^V^I^NE 901 PRITY 
PHNOMPENH 377 PRITY SAIGON 474 PRITY TAIPEI 101 NIACT 
HONGKONG 105 FRO* BANGKOK NAY 4, 1 PM SIGNED UNGER 

TAIPEI AND HONG KONG FOR LEMNITZER 

FOR PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY FROM HARRIM/fo 
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HAD ONE HOUR’S TALK WITH DIEM. DURBROW PARTICIPATED. THEN GEN 
LEMNITZER ARRIVED FOR ANOTHER TWO HOURS. . IN BRIEF — DIEM • 

BELIEVES HE IS MAKING PROGRESS, BUT NOT ENOUGH, AGAINST VIET 
m INH GUERRILLAS. BETTER TRAINING FOR GUERRILLA FIGHTING AND 
BETTER INTELLIGENCE GIVEN AS REASON. HE URGES SUPPORT FOR 
20.000 ADDITIONAL MEN FOR ARMY. OTHERWISE HE CAN’T HOLD 
POSITIONS FROM GUERRILLAS AFTER THEY ARE ROUTED OUT. 

Hir EXPLAINED AT LENGTH ELECTION UNDERLINING COURAGE AND DEEP 
APPOL (AS RECEIVED - CORRECTION TO FOLLOW) CONVICTION. 

OF PEOPLE IN VOTING IN SPITE OF PERSONAL DANGER FROM COMMIES. 

HE DESCRIBED MANNER AND NUMBER OF VIET MINH FIGHTERS WHO INFIL- 
TRATED FROM NORTH. -HE SAID SITUATION WOULD BECOME INTOLERABLE IF 

LAOS FELL TO COMMIES. 

HE STRONGLY URGED OUR TAKING IMMEDIATE PROTECTIVE ACTION 
THROUGH SEATO TO OCCUPY AND HOLD VIENTIANE AND FIVE OTHER MEKONG 
RIVER POSITIONS ALSO THREE STRATEGIC POSITIONS ALONG EASTERN BORDER 
SOUTH 1 7TH PARALLELL. THEN AT LEAST SOUTH LAOS COULD BE SAVED. 

HE EMPHASIZED THAT VIET MINH FORCES WERE ALREADY ADVANCING SOUTH 
AND WOULD TAKE AREA ADJACENT TO SOUTH VIET NAM UNLESS SEATO ACTED 
RAPIDLY. HE WOULD HELP IF ASKED. HE EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT 
UNLESS SEATO MOVES VIET MINH FORCES UNDER GUISE PATHET LAO WOULD 
OCCUPY SO MUCH OF COUNTRY THAT THEY WOULD NEVER VOLUNTARILY 
LEAVE AND THERE WOULD BE NO CHANCE FOR NEUTRAL LAOS. HIS 
INTELLIGENCE DESCRIBES THE MANNER VIET MINH OPERATES. VIET MINH 
UNITS ATTACK AND TAKE POSITION AND THEN AFTER FAL DEFEATED PATHET 

LAO TAKE OVER AND VIET MINH MOVE ON. 

* 

DIEM IS THOROUGHLY PESSIMISTIC ABOUT NEGOTIATIONS IN GENEVA rri/jr 

UNLESS SEATO oifDS PRIOR MP1. POSITION (SAFEGUARDING SOUTH LAOS) . HAS 
OTHERWISE CO KM IES WOULD DICTATE DECISION. HE ANALYZED 13 PoS! 

NATIONS PARTICIPATION ASSUMING LAOS NOT SEATED - SEVEN COMMIE 
AND NEUTRALS AGAINST SIX PRO-WEST. I PROGESTED DECISION OF 
CONF WOULD NOT BE BASED ON VOTING STRENGTH AND ANYWAY NEUTRALS 
WOULD NOT WANT COM M IE LAOS. WHEN I MENTIONED THAT NEHRU S 
A?TITUDE TOWARDS RED CHINA HAD CHANGED IN PAST TWO YEARS, HE 
SARCASTICALLY SAID NEHRU NOW LOOKS TO KHRUSHCHEV _ TO PROTECT HIM 
F R O * ' — CHrN~A. — ~~N EHRUTF -LR- DEC! LASSi lp! itu . • 
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SARCASTICALLY SAID NEHRU NOV LOOKS TO KHRUSHCHEV TO PROTECT HIM co/iHiS W 

FROM CHINA. .NEHRU WON’T TRY TO DEFEND HIMSELF. HE CONTINUED /jr f iMT *W T - 
SIHANOUK VOULD-SWITCH TO PRO- C: 9. .83- 81 **f=3 2- *1 * 3 S -£- 38 r$__2=. W .^ D W A S 

BLOVING. ONLY HOPE FOR SEA VAS~tlG0R0US US POLICY AND ACTION; - nj . T 
HE CONDEMNED INDIAN CHAIRMAN ICC IN VIETNAM AND STATED VE ' 

COULDN’T -COUNT ON ICC DOING BETTER IN ALOS. - 

' • . ' • •*. . * . • .* - > \ ■' . ” v - ‘ * 

HE EXPRESSED, SINCERE GRATITUDE FOR US ASSISTANCE TO VIETNAM ' 

AND CONFIDENCE IN' POL AND ECONOMIC FUTURE IF COMMIE AGGRESSION ■ ^ ^ 

CAN ONLY BE HELD BACK." HE PLEDGED VE/COULD COUNT ON HIS 
CONTINUED LOYAL -AND VIGOROUS SUPPORT 'IN ANTI-COMMIE FIGHT. 

GEN LE M NITZER URGED HIM TAKE OFFENSIVE AGAINST GUERRILLAS BY NIGHT 
AMBUSH INSTEAD OF FRENCH METHOD OF DAYTIME FORAYS. DIEM AGREED. - 

LEMN TZER LATER EMPHASIZED NEED FOR OMMBINING ALL HIS INTELLIGENCE 
ACTIVITIES IN ONE CENTRAL AGENCY AND ESTABLISHING UNIFIED 

MILITARY COMMAND.; . DIEM WAS NON-COMMITTAL, POINTING OUT NECESSITY s 

TO AVOID TOO MUCH MILITARY AND POLICE POWER AS COMPARED TO 
CIVILIAN CONTROLS. 
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